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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal, which the Chair will put
de novo.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——

SUPPORTING THE RIGHT TO
COUNSEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on sus-
pending the rules and agreeing to the
resolution (H. Res. 196) supporting the
Sixth Amendment to the United States
Constitution, the right to counsel, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. HoLDING) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
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PASS THE KEEP YOUR HEALTH
PLAN ACT

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, Midge, one
of the women I represent from Alex-
ander County, wrote me to say:

I am one of the many . . . policy holders
whose policy was canceled due to ObamaCare
mandates.

My policy was great, affordable, and I liked
it. The most similar policy Blue Cross can
put me on has higher deductibles, higher co-
insurance, and coverage that I don’t need.

For this new coverage, Midge and her
husband are going to have to pay 81
percent more. Midge closed off her let-
ter to me with this simple request:

Please do all you can to help us be able to
keep the plan we like as we were promised by
our President.
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Letters like Midge’s are pouring in
from across the country to Democrats
and Republicans alike. That is because
promises aren’t partisan issues, and
promises matter to the American peo-
ple.

Let’s require the President to keep
this central ObamaCare promise by
passing the Keep Your Health Plan
Act.

RECOGNIZING THE SPIRIT OF THE
AMERICAN FARMER

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
spirit of the American farmer.

A 3l-year-old farmer from Hammond,
Illinois, tragically succumbed to can-
cer in September of this year. Kyle
Hendrix was an avid golfer, farmer, and
family man who left behind a wife and
two young children.

His untimely passing brought out the
best in his rural Piatt County commu-
nity. In the middle of the harvest sea-
son, his friends and family organized a
tribute of over 60 tractors and other
pieces of farming equipment that lined
up along Bement Road to honor Kyle’s
life. And all of the equipment, worth
millions of dollars, had the keys left in
the ignition overnight without a single
worry.

Thanks to the photographer, Matt
Rubel, who captured the moment, the
story has now gone viral. Matt said:

It seems to me that farming communities
all over the country may still hold the key
to what makes this country a shining beacon
in a world of trouble.

Matt, I agree. This rural community
story is a tribute to rural American
values.

My thoughts and prayers go out to
Kyle’s family and friends, and may God
grant him favor.

————
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF
CONSCIENCE AND RELIGIOUS

FREEDOM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRIDENSTINE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. FOR-
TENBERRY) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, in
the midst of all of our difficult debates
that are occurring in this body and
throughout Washington, whether it is
about the right type of health care re-
form or how to stop the ever-expanding
Federal debt which threatens both our
economic as well as national security,
and as important as these debates are,
it should not be lost on us, though,
that there is a grave struggle for the
protection of a fundamental propo-
sition of human dignity and a basis for
civilization itself. This is the protec-
tion of the rights of conscience and re-
ligious freedom.
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Even in the midst of all of our other
debates, many Americans are con-
cerned about the heart-wrenching sto-
ries of individuals who have been de-
tained, condemned, incarcerated, often
tortured, sometimes for years,
throughout the world, even under the
sentence of death for some, simply for
the peaceful exercise of their religious
rights.

Mr. Speaker, given the scale of
human suffering endured and exten-
sively documented in this past century
alone, it is often difficult to grasp that
humanity, in the 21st century, with all
of its technological advances at our
disposal, has not yet learned some very
basic lessons.

These lessons of the 20th century,
after two horrific world wars and other
unspeakable human tragedies, includ-
ing the Holocaust and the slaughter of
tens of millions of persons under the
repressive and cruel Communist re-
gimes, should not be lost. They are in-
dispensable in pressing forward toward
a more hopeful future, one based upon
the unchanging principles that under-
lie a free and noble society.

One of these basic lessons is that reli-
gious freedom is a foundation for social
stability, security, civility, as well as
economic prosperity, because it is built
upon a foundation of respect for human
dignity. Mr. Speaker, this is why we
should, this body and the administra-
tion, we should all redouble our efforts
to ensure that that first principle of re-
ligious liberty is integrated as a crit-
ical element of American foreign pol-
icy generally, and is prioritized in the
day-to-day work of the diplomacy of
this country.

With our position of Ambassador-at-
Large for International Religious Free-
dom now being vacant, we should act
quickly to quell any potential sense of
ambiguity about where the TUnited
States stands on this important issue.

Let me first make an important dis-
tinction, Mr. Speaker: Religious free-
dom is not the same as freedom to wor-
ship, which is a much more restrictive
concept and should not be confused. We
are not merely concerned about allow-
ing people to worship, think freely in
their own minds or in their own home
or in their own church, but about
championing the free exercise of reli-
gion, grounded in human dignity, in its
fullness, robustly, in the public square,
as is guaranteed by our own Constitu-
tion in the First Amendment.

Religious freedom, the cornerstone of
our civil society, is something that we
can actually still take for granted,
though, in the United States; although,
this freedom has been eroding here in
recent years. It is a painful irony that
our own Department of Health and
Human Services is mired in litigation
over challenges to fundamental laws
and basic standards of religious free-
dom in health care policy. Even here,
this right is fragile.

So think of the many people through-
out the world, in countries where the
precepts of religious liberty are rou-
tinely and often egregiously violated
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